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12 FAM 030

ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARD (ARB)
Changes

1.

12 FAM 030, Accountability Review Board (ARB): Major updates
to the policy include:

12 FAM 032.1, ARB Permanent Coordinating Committee
(ARB/PCC), paragraph d: Members of the ARB/PCC must have the
appropriate and necessary security clearances from the Department of
State and, as necessary, from other departments and agencies before
being granted access to classified information;

12 FAM 033.1, Convening a Board, subparagraph d(3): Pursuant
to Public Law 109-140 and Public Law 111-117, the Secretary of State
is not required to convene a Board in the case of an incident involving
serious injury, loss of life, or significant destruction of property at or
related to a U.S. Government mission in Afghanistan or Iraq and which
occurs in the period beginning on October 1, 2005 and ending on
September 30, 2010. In the case of such an incident, the Secretary of
State will promptly notify the House Committee on International
Relations and the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, conduct an
inquiry of the incident, and submit to each such Committee a report on
the findings and recommendations related to the inquiry and the
actions taken with respect to such recommendations. Therefore, while
the Secretary may decide to convene a Board in the case of such an
incident, he or she also has the option of conducting a different type of
inquiry;

12 FAM 034.2-1, Investigations, paragraph c: The Department
will notify the Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Counterterrorism
of any decision by the Secretary to convene an Accountability Review
Board shortly after such a decision is made; and
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1.

12 FAM 036.3, Reports to Congress, paragraph a: The Secretary
will, not later than 90 days after the receipt of a Board’s program
recommendations, submit a report to the Congress on each such
recommendation and the action taken or intended to be taken with
respect to that recommendation.

Change Transmittal has replaced the term, Transmittal Letter.
Change transmittal was selected as being more appropriate in this age
of electronic information transmission. The FAM volume’s change
transmittal acronym and numerical series remains in place.

Revisions will appear in italic and dark magenta. Other than formal
titles, the italic and dark magenta will be removed the next time the
material is updated. Only current changes will appear in italic and
dark magenta. Italic and dark magenta provide a historical record of
changes. New or substantially revised subchapters will not appear in
italic and dark magenta.

Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1115.2).

ng Instructions for Paper Copies

Remove and discard the old 12 FAM 030 (CT:DS-114, 08-11-2005; 15
pages) and insert the new 12 FAM 030 (16 pages).

After inserting the revised handbook in the binder, insert this change
transmittal immediately following the CT Checklist, then fill in the
entry line for CT:DS-158, and initial.

Distribution Notice

1.

The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version
can be found on the State Department’s Intranet site.

All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs Manual
are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 2 FAM
1116.5).

Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues;
direct questions concerning issuance, validity, and updating to
A/GIS/DIR. Direct questions concerning substance and interpretations
to the office indicated at the end of this change transmittal.
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